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Course (Obj ective

This <course is an examnation and analysis of the
evolution and significance of the presidency in the United
States and a study of how its incunbents have used and m sused
their authority. We will exam ne the president's sources of
power, relationships with other actors inside and outside the
nati onal governnent, political relationships and maneuveri ngs,
execution of |aws and supervision of executive officials, and
personality traits that affect popularity and perfornmance.

Al t hough President George Washington approached the
presidency with relative humlity and adopted the sinple

title, "M. President,” the public continues to harbor the
myth that the presidency is a repository of enornmous influence
and raw power. W wll take a nore tenperate view of
presidential influence and power, to evaluate how nuch of

presidential activity truly affects policy and how nuch of it
|l eads to frustration and failure for the incunbents of the
of fice.

Course Requirenents

NOTI CE TO GRADUATE STUDENTS enrolled in POLS 6111 for graduate
credit: Graduate students wll be evaluated in accordance
with st andar ds normal | y appl i ed to gr aduat e st udy.
Application of knowl edge from your undergraduate education and
anal ytical approaches to problenms are expected. Graduat e
students are also expected to have a famliarity with the
identities of scholars in political science who are credited
with major findings and theories.

1. TEXTBOOKS

The required textbooks, which are available at the NGCSU
Campus Connection bookstore, are:
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Cohen, Jeffrey, and Nice, David. The Presidency. Bost on:

McGaw-Hi ||, 2003.

Edwards, GCeorge C. 111, and Wayne, Stephen J. Presi denti al
Leader shi p: Politics and Policy Making. 7'" ed.
Bel nont, Calif.: Thonmson Wadsworth, 2006.

Fri edman, Barry D. Regul ation in the Reagan-Bush Era: The
Eruption of Presidential |[Influence. Pi ttsburgh,

Penn.: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1995.

Study the assigned readings on a tinely basis in
accordance with the attached schedul e. To "study" does not
mean to scan; rather, to "study" involves careful reading and
note-taking (or underlining) to facilitate retention of facts
and to facilitate review for the exam nation.

2. EXAM NATI ONS

There will be a mdterm exam nation on Tuesday, July 1.
It will account for 40 percent of the course grade. There
will be a final exam nation on Thursday, July 31. It will

account for 45 percent of the course grade.

| f, when an exami nation is in progress, you have in your
possession an electronic device that emts a signal, | wll
collect your examnation and you wll be ejected from the
cl assroom Any refusal to acquiesce may result in a grade of
zero and subni ssion of a disciplinary conpl aint.

3. OPTI ONAL TERM PAPER

A student may opt to wite a term paper about some aspect
of the presidency. The topic nust be submtted to the
instructor for his approval before research is begun. The
paper nmust reference the literature of political science (such
as textbooks, nonographs, and scholarly journals) in order to
anal yze the subject under study. Refer to Appendix A of the
Edwards and Wayne textbook for advice about conducting
research about the presidency. The follow ng factors, anpng
ot hers, may reduce one’s score on this assi gnment :
(a) deviations from APA style (see discussion below and
(b) carelessness with grammar, sentence structure, and other
conventional rules for conpositions.

| f a student wishes to wite a term paper, it will count
as 30 percent of the course grade; the weight of each of the
exam nations wil| be reduced by 15 percentage points.
However, if the grade on the term paper is l|lower than the
wei ghted average of the exam nation scores, the term paper
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will be disregarded in the determ nation of the course grade,
except that plagiarismis never disregarded.

You nust use full-blown APA style on this research paper.

You are advised to obtain a copy of the style manual if you

don’t al ready own one. It is available, for exanple, at this
Web site:

http://ww. apastyl e. or g/ pubmanual . ht m

A really helpful resource is the acconpanying software to the
APA style manual. The software is available by direct
downl oad or by purchase of an actual CD ROM | strongly
advise the purchase of the CD-ROM rather than the direct
downl oad. The software is available, for exanple, at this Wb
site:

http://ww. apastyl e. org/styl ehel per/

| would appreciate it if you would use the nodifications
to APA style that appear at this Wb site:

htt p: // www. NGCSU. edu/ bdf / MPApr og/ APANd. ht m

There is a link on that Web page to a paper that Maria J. Al bo
(MP.A, 08 wote during the spring senester and that
consider a nodel of APA style, including the aforenentioned
nodi fi cations.

The optional term paper is due on Thursday, July 24.
Lateness will involve a 10-percentage-point penalty per week
or part thereof; the instructor wll not be obligated to
accept any term paper submtted after the final exam nation is
concl uded.

4. ATTENDANCE

Attendance is conpul sory. You are considered responsible
for being attentive to lectures and class discussions, for
taki ng notes, and for being aware of the content of all class
announcenents. Please take note of the university's policy on
"Class Attendance" (2006-2008 Undergraduate Bulletin, p. 72)
which is incorporated herein by reference. A student who
accunul ates nore than three unexcused absences can expect to
receive a "W or "W", or to sustain a reduction in the course
gr ade.
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5. PARTI CI PATI ON

Cl ass participation and proper conduct are both expected,
and will determ ne 15 percent of the course grade. As stated
in the “Regul ations of the MP.A Program” the participation
requirenment i s based on this policy:

In nost cases, it is inproper for a student to

be a passive spectator in class sessions. M P. A
students are expected to be active participants in
t he proceedings of their classes. Contributions to

class discussions are vital to the experience of
graduate study in public adm nistration and enhance
the value of the program for all students enrolled
init.

Accordingly, the score for participation and conduct wll
invol ve these considerations: (1) ability to city and
interpret readings assigned for homework, (2) contribution to
collective problemsolving processes, (3) denonstration of
adaptability in coping with new situations, and (4) ability to
support and enhance the value of the work of peers.

Do not bring to class itenms that wll emt audible
signals, such as cell phones and watches that announce the top
of the hour. |If you have such an itemin your possession, and
it emts a sound, your course grade wll be reduced by 1% to
3 percent age poi nts (dependi ng on vol une, wi th t he
instructor’s evaluation being final) for each incident; your
participation score my also be affected. During an

exam nation, if you have such an itemin your possession, and
it emts a sound, you nust turn in your exam nation
i medi ately and | eave; failure to follow this instruction wll
result in a score of zero and, possibly, a disciplinary
conpl ai nt.

6. OTHER REQUI REMENTS

a. Incorporation of other controlling authority. All of
the rules, regulations, and standards published in the
under graduate and graduate bulletins of North Georgia College
& State University and the "Regul ations of the MP.A Progrant
are incorporated by reference in this docunent.

b. Cheating and plagiarism NGCSU s integrity code--"“On

my honor, | wll not lie, cheat, steal, plagiarize, evade the
truth, or tolerate those who do”--reflects the university’s
commtnment to academc integrity. The "Academic Integrity

Policy" (2006-2008 Undergraduate Bulletin, pp. 81-84) is
i ncorporated herein by reference. Pl ease note that in this
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course, as in all others at NGCSU, plagiarism and other forns
of cheating are expressly prohibited. Any student who commts
pl agi ari sm or cheating may receive a reduced grade, which may
involve a failing grade; furthernore, an MP.A student’s
matriculation in the MP.A Program may be term nated by the
M P. A Advisory Commttee. A report of the incident wll be
provided to the university' s Academ c Integrity Council. The
council and the vice president for academ c affairs may take
addi tional action, which my include a formal reprimnd,
probati on, suspension, or expulsion fromthe university.

This section of POLS 4111/6111 nmy use plagiarism

prevention technol ogy. The papers may be retained by the
cl eari nghouse for the sole purpose of checking for plagiarized
content in future student subm ssions. Alternatively, the

instructor my wuse an Internet search engine to evaluate
whet her a student subm ssion contains plagiarized content.

c. Disabilities and accommpdations. North  Georgia
College & State University 1s commtted to equal access to its
pr ogr ans, services, and activities for peopl e with
di sabilities. If you believe that you have a disability

requiring an accommodati on, reasonable prior notice needs to
be given to the instructor and the Ofice of Student
Disability Resources. In this case, contact Elizabeth
Mcl nt osh, coordinator of student disability resources, at
Barnes Hall, Room 122 (706-867-2782).

d. On-line students’ evaluation of course. Cour se
evaluations at NGCSU are now conducted on-line through
BANNER. Eval uation of the class is considered a conmponent of

the course and students will not be permtted to access their
course grade until the evaluation has been conpleted. The
eval uations will be accessi bl e beginning one week prior to the
final - exam week.

e. Course grades. Course grades are avail abl e on BANNER
Web 2000 wthin about two days of the end of final
exam nati ons. Except in enmergency situations, please do not
request grades by tel ephone, E-mail, or simlar nethod.

SCHEDULE OF READI NG ASSI GNVENTS

Note: In the follow ng schedule of reading assignnents, the
abbreviation “CN’ refers to the Cohen and Nice textbook, "EW
refers to the Edwards and Wayne textbook, and "F" refers to
t he Friedman nonograph.
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Day

Dat e

Th

Th

Th

Th

June

June

June

June

June

June

June

July

5

10

12

17

19
24

26

Section A — Summer

Topi c

| nt roducti on

The Constitution

Political
Soci ali zati on,
Public Rel ati ons,
and Public Opinion

Forei gn Rel ations

The Cabi net

Departnments and
Bur eaus

Executive O fice of
t he President

The White House

O fice of Managenent
and Budget

Regul at ory Agenci es

Appoi nt ment s
Vi ce Presidency

No Cl ass

Nom nati ons
Primari es and
Conventi ons
General El ection
Canpai gn
Canpai gn Strat egy

El ect oral Col | ege
El ection Results
Transi tion
Life Cycle of
President's
Adm ni stration

M DTERM EXAM NATI ON
Separati on of Powers

Di scussion of Optiona
Ter m Paper
Assi gnment

Sessi on 2008 6

Readi ngs

CN 1-53, 55-59,
203- 237
EW 1-27, 100-153

62- 68,

CN 59-62, 312-327, 341-347,

433- 465

EW 193-198, 286-307,
313-329, 475-498

CN 53-55, 238-257,
400- 432

EW 7-9, 198-212, 412-421,
442-474

262- 269,

CN 125-129, 257-262,
327-333
EW 212- 216, 307-313

F 14-19

92- 95
65- 86

CN 69- 88,
EW 28- 60,

CN 88-92

EW 60- 65, 86-99

CN 12-13
EW 499- 517
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Day

Dat e

Th

Th

Th

Th

Th

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

July

3

10

15

17

22

24

29

31

Section A — Summer

Topi c

Presi dent and
Congr ess

Presi dent and the
Courts

Presi dent and t he
News Medi a

Presi denti al
ter

Integrity and
M sconduct

Char ac-

Donestic Policy
| mpl enent ati on
Deci si on- Maki ng

Regul ati on
Regul at ory Over si ght
Regul atory Revi ew

Bar gai ni ng and
Conproni se

Reagan's "Regul atory
Rel i ef "

Congress's and the
Judiciary's Role
i n Regul atory
Over si ght

Regul atory Policy
Under Recent
Presi dents

TERM PAPER DUE
Mlitary Policy

Remai ni ng Topics
Revi ew

and Personality

Sessi on 2008

Readi ngs

CN 270-311, 348-371
EW 330- 408

166- 202
254- 285

CN 96- 124,
EW 154-192,

CN 130-165, 372-399
EW 223- 253, 409-414,
421-441

CN 333- 340
F 1-42

F 59-106, 179-194
F 43-58, 106-178

FI NAL EXAM NATION (7 p.m)



